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SIR, 
ERMIT me, in 
all poffible humility, 


to approach Your royal 
prefence 5. not with a 


panegyric on Your great — 


actions, but with my 
fentiments on an intereft- 
ing, though lefs exalted, 
fubject. : 

A May 


DEDICATION. 


May I be allowed, 
Sir, to fay, that the un- 
wearied care’ taken by | 
Your Mayjestry of the 
sallant’ fufferers at the 
ficnal battle of Dettingen, 
is often confidered by me 
with that juft admiration 
and’ refpect, which fuch 
~goodnefs naturally » ex- 
~eites. : The's ftate» and 
condition: of every *indi- 
vidual, afflicted . either 

Af A with 


DEDFCATLON 
with ficknefs or wounds, 
incurred in that engage 
ment, was very particu- 
larly enquired into by 
Your Majesty every 
morning; a -condefcen- 
tion which had fo happy 
van effect, that all poflible 
seafe and convenience were | 
“procured to the diftreffed. 

Such was Your Majefty’s 
“concern for Your foidiers 
“of every rank, at a time 
vwhen the world might 

A a Rave 


rh f 


DED TCATIKOINS — 
have! naturally expected: 
to fee Your: follicitude 
confined to the. perfon 
of Your own «illuftrious 
offspring ; who was then 
actually labouring under 
the painful effects of a 
courage infeparable from — 
the high blood from 
which he defcends. I beg 
leave, Sir, on this occa- 
fion, to declare, that the 
tru{t placed in'me, by 
Your Majesty, filled © 
Rit) | my 


-DYEMDITICAAT! Foon 
my mind with a: fatis- 
faction which was never 
exceeded by any thine 
but the joy I afterwards 
felt on His Royal ee 


ne S rere 


a3 Bichided) by die con- 
fideration of the remark- 
able attention and tender- 
nefs which Your Mayefty 
thus fhowed towards 
every fuffering perfon in 
‘sae army, I flatter my- - 
eat felf, 


BOdDT CAT TAN 
felf, that a’ plain and 
eafy method of relieving — 
incidents, which  una- 
voidably attend even 
victorious.» arms, © will. 
prove no unacceptable 
offering to Your Mayefty. 
Should my defign in pub- 
lifhing the following trea- 
tife, and my duty herein, 
_ humbly exprefied, be a- 
oreeable to Your Majefty, 
I fhall obtain the full 
accomplifhment of my 

cits withes ; 


DEDICATION. 
wifhes; it being the 
oreateft ambition that 
can enter my heart, to 
be allowed the honour, 
upon this occafion, to 


fubfcribe myfelf, 
May it pleafe your Majeh 
Your Majefty’s moft dutiful, 
and moft faithful, 


Subject and Servant, : 


John Ranby. 
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THE 


METHOD 


OF TREATING — 
GUN-SHOT WOUNDS. 


“HOUGH it might feem very 

_reafonable to have fuppofed, 
that no Surgeon, who was well 
verfed in his profeffion, could have 
been much at a lofs in the manage- 
ment of Gun-fhot Wounds; yet, 
either from the want of due atten- 
tion, or from the prejudice of 
cuftom, it has been found, that 
they have frequently declined exert- 
ing their own refpective abilities on 


B thefe 


2 The Method of treating» 

thefe occafions ; and have acquiefced 
too implicitly in methods of practice, 
which neither reafon nor experience — 


fufficiently authorized. 


In regard to the following pages, 
‘upon this very interefting fubject, 
it ig to be obferved, that the fub- 
ftance of them was penned in & 
camp, and communicated, in an 
‘epiftolary correfpondence, to fome 
particular friends in England, while 
I had the honour of attending his 
“Majefty to the army in Germany. 
[had then no thoughts of offering 
‘thefe fentiments to the public; but 
‘fome very worthy gentlemen, » both 
én Phyfic and ‘Surgery, frequently 
‘infinuating the ufe thsy might ‘be 


Gun-Sitor Wouwns. 3 
of to. young: praditioners, I could 
not help being influenced by their 
fuggeftions, which -muf always com- 
mand from me the greateft deference. 
I colleéted, therefore, my {eattered 
+ papers, and without. attempting | any 
critical exaétnefs of ftile, or obferving 
any ftrict regularity of method, I en- 
deavoured to communicate at large 
ethe refult of much experience, which 
the nature of my employment ne- 
veel larily prefented to me. 

I have purpofely avoided Giitesine 
into any hypothetical reafonings on 
the fubje@; and shave alfo declined 
drawing any quotations . from the 
feveral authors who have. wrote 
upon it; not through an. arrogant 

/ Th 2 felf- 
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felf-{ufficieney, anda prefumption, 
that there is nothing in them worthy 
to be cited; but a method of that. 
nature would carry me beyond the 
| bounds I had fixed to myfelf: At 
the fame time, it could -be of no 
‘moment in regard to the principal 
defign. of this treatife ;, which was, 
“to recommend plentiful bleeding very 
early in the treatment of Gun-fhot 
»wounds'; to advife, likewife, the 
the application of light, eafy, dreflings » 
‘to them, and, particularly, to intro- 
‘duce the fignal ‘ufe of the Bark. 


sodIns regard. to. the firft accidents, 
caufed by* a. mufket or: piftol-ball, 
the ‘moft immediate confiderations 
-are, to’ extract the ball or any other 
extra- 


GuyniSuor Wounps. Sg 
‘extraneous ‘body which may have 
‘lodged in the wounded: ‘part; and*to 
ftop the hemorrhage, if there is ‘an 
effufion of blood from the rupture 
of fome confiderable artery. 


' As to the firft, the ‘nic cians 
‘the ball; it is frequently neceflary 
to enlarge the wound; in order to 
‘anfwer this purpofe ; and if the ball 
‘has gone quite through, both orifices 
“are to be dilated (provided the fitua- 
‘tion of the part ‘wounded will admit’ 
_of it’s being done with fafety) ; and 
particular care is to be taken to pre- 
ferve both openings, efpecially that 
which 3 is the wiaiea ee. eat 


ili LR OOP 
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| In order to get at the ball, or any 
other foreign matter, I would advife: . 
probing to be ufed as fparingly as. 
poffible: having conftantly expe-) 
rienced, through the whole courfe 
of. my attendance in thefe cafes, that 
fuch a conduct is highly detrimental 
to.the patient. And this muift evi-: 
dently appear to any one, who will: 
only confider the nature of the fymp-. 
toms attendent on penetrating wounds | 
of the ‘breaft or belly, either from 
a> bullet or fharp inftrument: the. 
thrufting in a probe to parts under 
fuch circumftances, being unavoidably 
a'freth {tab on every repetition of fuch, 
practice. In wounds of the joints, 
likewife, poking into them muft 
afl! ae be 


Gun-SHoTr Wounds. 7. 


be equally condemned; as it can 
never be ufed without very mifchie- 


vous and pernicious confequences. . 
And, indeed, where probing is ne+. 
ceflary, I would always prefer the. 
finger, as the beft and trueft probe, 


where it» is. practicable to do- fo, 


That nature is contented with a little, 
is an axiom, which not only ref{pects: 


the retrenching of fuperfluities, im 
regard of the common exigencies of: 


life ; but may alfo be extended to:the: 


management, which thefe kinds of 


wounds, generally es ftand. 


in need of. 


| if a ball; or any other Sci 
body, happens to be lodged near 
the orifice, or can be perceived by 
B 4 the 


ce 


— 


8 . The Method of treating: 

the finger to. le under: the: kin, 
though at: fome diftance from ‘the 
mouth of \the wound; in the -firft © 
cafe “tis requifife immediately to-re- 
move fuch extraneous matter :-and; 
on, the. other occafion, to:cut upom.it 
and «take: it» out. » But, »- when: cit -1s 
funk deep, and lies abfolutely beyond 


_ the reach of the finger; I could never 


bring myfelf to thruft a pair of long 


forceps the Lord knows where, si 


{carce ig Saueeste of fuccefs, 


“To bai sida matter in) as ie a 
rns aha poffible, we will fuppofe.a 
ball to be lodged in any part, beyond 


the reach of the finger ; entirely out 
of the way of being marked by the 
qataenal touch. Now it will appear 


evident, 


GuneSnor Wounds. 96 
evident, upon’ the: leaft reflection; 
that thrufting; firft, a long probe,” in 
queft of the bullet ; and then, ‘as’has 
been ipraétifed likewife, 'alonger ‘pair 
of forceps, “either with ‘or without 
teeth, into°a wound of. that kind; 
though with «a fort. of certainty to 
extract it, “muft either contufe} ‘or 
irritate and inflame, -the® parts to.a 
great degree: and, confequently, do 
as much and perchance more’ mif- 
chief, than the ball did “at firft, by 
forcing it’s paflage fuch a length of 
way. And fhould they at the fame 
time lay hold of any nerve; ‘artery, 
or even’ common membrane ofa 
mufcle, together ‘with the © ball, 
(which I think muft fearce’ever fail 

of eg the cafe) what fhocking 
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10. Fhe Method of treating» 
confequences would attend fuch a, 
proceeding! Nor would attempts 
of this fort be lefs injurious, in cafe 
a' bullet fhould happen to be lodged 

in the cavity of the belly, or breaft:, 
whereas lead, ’tis well known, will 
lie a long time in feveral parts of the 
body, without any material hurt, or. 
even inconveniency. | 


A great number of inftances have 
occurred to me, where balls have 
been quietly lodged in feveral parts 
of the body; “till after many years, 
they have worked themfelves a paflage 


towards the furface, and were very 
eafily extraéted: and feyeral very 


lately, where balls have been left 
behind: three particularly, wherein 
3 | the . 


Gun-SHOT WouUNDS. ra 
the ordinary Surgeons were con- 
cerned. One of the wounded was 
a foreigner of very great diftinGion ;. 
another a commanding officer, of: 
fingular honour and» humanity, in. 
our own army. The firft received; 
a fhot in the breaft from a mufket ;: 
the other was wounded in the upper 
part of the thigh with a piftol-ball. 
The repeated attempts made in fearch- 
ing for the bullets gave to both great 
pain; and brought on, in the for 
mer, a feries of very untoward in= 
flammatory fymptoms. But that 
fort of treatment being -at length: 
defifted from, and the track of the 
ball, which went: under the pectoral: 
mufcle, laid open about three inches,. 
a foundation was begun for a cure,’ 


which 


— 
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which was foon after effectually com- 
pleted. Various were the opinions 
of the foreign Surgeons concerning 


the management of this cafe. Some 
pretended to an infallible cure by 
injeGtions : others propofed great ad- 


vantage, by applying a ‘certain ma- 
chine, and ‘thereby preffing the part. 
But the laft determination preferred 
the knife to all other expedients. 


After bleeding twice in ‘the arm, 


the wound healed: and the ‘ball 
remains behind, without the leaft 
difagreeable fenfation, or any in- 
convenience: as the bullet ‘did Jike- 
wife in regard of the other ‘gentle- 
man, whofe fore regularly healed ; 
though’ not gracing Ai ceding, ‘and 
the ule of the Bark. iH 
The 
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The like affair happened , to a 
Captain of Dragoons, a perfon of 
great worth, who was fhot in the 
upper part of: the breaft with a 
mufket bullet, which lodged itfelf 
under the fcapula. The eatery 
ful efflay, in poking for the_ ball, 
produced a fever, But, by giving 
Over | probing, and by = reftraining 


the feverith fymptoms, the wound 


healed, and no more was heard of 
the ball. 


. In cafe the wound be occafioned 
by a.mufket or piftol-fhot, and. of 
courfe but fmall, it will be neceflary 
to dilate it without delay, provided 
the nature of the part (as was before 

BN — obferved} 


Pe 


14 2 The Method of treating » 
obferved) will admit of this with 
fafety ; for in wounds neat a joint, or 
/an very membranous or. tendinous 
parts, the knife, as well as forceps, 
fhould be put under fome reftraint ; 
nor fhould any more opening be 
made, than what is abfelutely re- 
quifite for the free difcharge of the 
smatter lodged within. Wounds in 
the joints are always dangerous, 
from whatever caufe they proceed, 
whether from a bullet, or any cutting 
inftrument : and membranous or ten- 
dinous parts, whatever fenfe of feel- 
ing they may be allowed, are yet 
“known, paft difpute, to fuffer much 
from their being thus expofed to 
the impretiions of the air. 


I could 
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». I could prodticé many inftances 
of balls going through mufcular 
parts, and the wounds being healed 
with very little trouble. And I have 
known wounds of the fcull, from 
a broad fword, (where both tables 
have been eut through, and a con- 
‘fiderable piece loofened) which after 
being fuffered to bleed for feveral 
hours, did well; nor were attended, 
vor at leaft very feldom, with . any 
feverifh complaint, a circumftance 
which I am apt to attribute to the 
ogreat quantity of blood loft imme- 
diately after the parts had been 
injured... . 


A. Colonel 


remeeey 


16 The Method. of treating, > 


i Colonel ‘of Phaoners weahied 
4 cut, from. a broad- fword, .on,‘the 
fore | part. of the head, upon the. edge 
of the. hairy fcalp, about four inches. 
in length. This, wound divided both. 
tables of the {cull, a piece of which, 
of about an inch broad, and very near! 
two ‘inches Jong, was quite loofened: 
from the main bone. , He had two, 
or three. thore cuts on ‘the head,’ 
wound on one fide of the belly, made, 
by a mufket-ball, that went aflant. 
the lower part of the belly, through: 
the abdominal mufcles, and carried i in. 
a piece of his fafh along with it;. 
and fome more cuts and ftabs in 
ether. places of the, body. This 
young gentleman, thus early .dif- . 


playing 


Gun-Snot Wounds. 17 
playing undoubted proofs of great 
intrepidity, lay, under thefe wounds, 
without any Chirurgical help, ’till the 
next day. He mutt, confidering the 
nature of his wounds, and that he 
received the greateft fhare of them 
in the heat of action, indifputably 
have loft a confiderable quantity of 
blood. Neither the leaft attack of 
_a’fever, nor the appearance of any 
bad fymptom, was, from firft to laft, 
any interruption to the cure: in the 
eourfe of whieh feveral fhivers of 
bones were, from time to time, 
difcharged from the wound in the 
head. a 


“A Lieutenant of Horfe, poffefied 
of dda engaging qualities, received 
wigs a& Cus 
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a cut in the head, juft.as his horfe, 
which was {hot, was falling. It shad 
taken the fkin, part of the temporal 
mufcle, and a portion of the outer 
table of the fcull, as big as a crown- 
piece, quite off. He had. befides 
two very large wounds on the back 
part of the head, which laid the 
bone bare. Thefe he received as he 
jay, upon the ground: and was left 
on the field of battle for many hours. 
Yet he recovered, without any fuper- 
vening accident, in as fhort a time, 
as the nature of the cafe could. pofiibly 
| admit of. The immediate lofs of a 
great quantity of blood, when’ the 
hurt is firft received, oftentimes pre+ 
vents, no doubt, the fymptoms, that 
would otherwife accrue, and paves 
; | the 
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the way for thefe favourable iffues 
on fuch occafions mi | 


“Whenever the wound is attended 
with a great effufion of blood, from 
the rupture of fome confiderable 
artery, ‘it will be abfolutely neceffary, 
with all imaginable difpatch, to re- 
ftrain the’ bleeding with the needle ; 
and, at the fame time,’to be par- 
ticularly careful that your hold be 
not elufive.. From’ the ‘rupture, 
T fay, of fome confiderable artery * 


’ * Though the two preceding cafes’ do “not, 
ftriétly fpeaking, belong to this fubje&; yet Ihave 
inferted them, out of a good number : in order 
to point out the great ufe of immediate bleeding 
on fach like accidents. ° 


st C 2 | for 
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oy 


20 . The Method: of treating > 
for the: bleedings: from. the, fmaller 
ones, in) all: contufed: wounds, -are 


of real fervice, by unloading the — 
clogged. parts, cutting off the main 


fources of cuftomary inflammations, 
and© by that means: either. totally 
“preventing a fever, or at leaft» ren- 
‘dering: itca fymptom of no threat- 
‘ning tendency ;/an event, on which, 
‘in an‘‘efpecial manner, depends«the 
the future laudable’ digeftion.. As 
“for ftyptie applications, there. is ‘no 
\eruifting ‘to any of them, where the 
| ‘larger arteries are concerned. Befides, 
“allofuch rather retard) than promote, 
“the cure. For, -by- obftruéting’ the 


“difcharge of the fanies, which in all 
‘darge’ wourds precedes" digeftion, | 
‘the nae is of ‘courfe fufpen-_ 


ee) y ZB ded, 
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‘ded, while ‘the’ pent-up fanies be- 
comes. a conftant adaitien als fuel - ito 
tht fever. | yf 

atiireie Abs sional Vevite bas 
not fuffered any »great lofs of blood, 
“it will *beadvifeable: to open, a-vein 
immediately, and: take from the’ arm 
‘a-good large quantity : and to repeat 
bleeding, ‘as cireumftances may re- 
quire,» the ,fecond,. and , even .the 
othird,.day. . Repeated. bleedings in 
the beginning draw after them many 
advantages... They. prevent. a. good 
deal of pain and inflammation, leffen 
-any. feverifh affaults, forward the 
{digeftion, and feldom fail to obviate 
ampoftumations, and. a- long train. of 
complicated fymptoms, that-are wont 
ae | C 3 other- 


a 
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otherwife to interrupt the cure, 
miferably harrafs the poor patient, 
and too often endanger -his’ life. 
And even: where the feverifh fymp- 
toms run high, and there is almoft 
a certainty that matter is forming, 
bleeding, in that ftate, is very fre- 
quently of great advantage; the 
matter will .be made the fooner for 
it, and the quantity of it will be lefs. 
The following inftance, as well as 
the two preceding cafes, I think, in 
fome meafure, demonftrates the ne- 
ceflity, of bleeding. freely as foon as 
pombe, 


~ A’ young gentleman, a Cornet of 


Dragoons, was wounded by a mufket- 


Epllee: jutt. below the knee, on the 


infide. © 
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infide. ‘The ball had made a great 
laceration in the fkin, and laid the 
membranes bare about four inches in. 
length. I did, not, fee him, till two 
days after the injury. He was then: 
very, fev erith, quite parched, up. with 
thirft, and. had a full pulfe, with 
great. pain, {welling, and inflamma-, 
tion all round the. joint. Lordered 
immediate bleeding, a cooling regi« 
men, made. ufe of a fomentation, 
drefled the wound with. digeftive 
warmed, and laid the bread: and milk 
pultice over the whole ;, prefcribing 
an emollient clyfter, and an opiates 
The next day his pain’ rather in- 
creafed: wherefore he was let blood 
a fecond, and after that, a third; 
time. . Six days were now elapfed: 

C4 when 
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when.a miliary eruption feized him) 
with frequent ,bleedings sat the nofe, 
and. a diarrhea, which Jafted: about 
ten days. Mean while, matter was 
formed in feveral places about the 
knee ; which, on being»: let:out, 
flowed, in prodigious quantities. The 
fever declining, the. Bark was given 
him: | but, ..as that, though joined: 
with, an ‘opiate, ran) through ‘him, 
it. was judged, neceflary to lay it 
afide.. N otwithftanding, he was now’ 
very weak and low,.it was thought, 
in. a confultation,. that. the. only. 
chance, which remained. of his fur-' 
viving, was the cutting off his legs 
The operation was ccmatet per= 
formed, but without fuccefs.— Upon’ 
examining the AUEE there appeared: 
feveral 


LB Pee e 
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feveral cells, fullvof matter commu"! 
nicating ‘with: the joints which ‘had 
in many ‘places eroded the eartilages 
of tag — sed bones. ” ED st 


47 


be proper 'to'obferve a cooling regi~ 


men; both ‘in’ ‘refpect of the medi- 


dines; that‘may be prefcribed, and 
the’ diet requifite’ for the {upport ‘of 


riature. It is’ abfolutely ‘neceflary, 
likewife, that the body be conftantly 
kept open. * Unilefs, ‘therefore, Nature 
does’ this’ office of herfelf, a ftool 


fhould be every day procured,’ either 
by emollient clyfters, or fome gentle 
laxative taken’ at the mouth; and 
whenever there is much pain jn the 


wounded parts, immediate recourfe 


mutt 
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265 oe Method of treating. 
muft be had. to: the dived and 
almotft divine, , HOPS of opium. 


Th refpect to ii gaat 
whatever is of a hot, {pirituous 
nature; I find remarkably. injurious’ 
on thefe occafions ;° and what. no 
wounded part. can in any degree 
bear. | Let. the firft dreffing be. 
with  digeftive, or lint moiftenedy: 
with a little oil, and a very light 
bandage made, if it’ can be readily 
got, with thin flannel; the next with’ 
a digeftive warmed, and over it the 
bread. and milk. pultice, mixed with 
a fufficient quantity of oil. to keep 
#t: moift: and, where there is. great 
tenfion, and the wound large, a 
fomentation fhould be ufed, This 

ida vladho ee courfe 
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courfe is to be continued, ‘till the 
fore is clean, and then it is to be 
healed according to art. 


This method will commonly. pro- 
“mote a conftant, eafy perfpiration,. 
abate the pain, very.much facilitate the. 
digeftion, and remove all apprehen- 
fions of any approaching inflam- 
mation. What induces me_- to 
moiften the lint with oil, is the 
eafe that. is procured to a contufed' 
wound from fuch an application, 
in comparifon of one of an abfor- 
bent, drying, difpofition: which, 
inftead of giving free liberty to 
the fanious blood to difcharge it- 
felf, and, confequently, preventing 
an inflammation, by: unloading the. 
part, would poffibly obftruct the 

mouths 
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mouths of the capillary’ veftels,’ and, 
hinder nature’ from” ‘getting Tid” of 
that incummbrance, » ‘which ’tis’ ob= 
fervable fhe very ‘much’ affeéts ‘to 
throw off. I muft add here, ‘that 
tents are never to be made ufe of 


pa oT can 1 be is il ype ue 


apps an sulaaietinulion hit any 
part,‘ “through: the ‘lodgment ‘ofa 
bullet,’ or any other ‘foreign body, 
that Gould ‘with: ‘fafety have ‘been 
more immediately extracted 5: allvat- 
tempts of diflodging fuch extraneous 
matter’ fhould be’ poftponed, till the 
‘fwelling ‘has in fome’ meafure*fub- 
fided, ‘and’ the ‘inflammatory ‘difpo- 
‘fition of the fibres i is ‘neatly vanithed : 
‘unless the ball, or other extraneous 
4 body; 
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- body,, lies. at. no, great diftance from 
the: orifice 5, and. Shere, Hen Os: that 
account, a. certainty, of removing this 
dncumbrance., without any material 
trouble.to the, patient. : 
_ /If.a wound be of fuch a defperate 
Mature, as to require amputation, 
which is always. the cafe, when ‘ 
shappens -in.. any . principal , joint). .1 
would certainly. be of sas 
could .the operation be performed .on 
the f{pot, even in the field of battle: 
deat by deferring it an inflamma- 
tion, which one may very reafonably 
expect, -fhould: obftruct.a work, -that 
ought rarely, to be entered upon du- 
-ting the continuance of fo calamitous 
2a circumftance, The neglecting this 
Bibos critical 


ee 
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critical jun@ure of taking off a limb, 
“frequently reduces the patient to’ fo 
low a ftate, and fubjeéts the blood | 
-and juices to fuch an alteration, as 
muit unavoidably render the fub-— 
-fequent operation, if not entirely un- 
fuccefsful, at leaftexceedingly dubious. — 
And in wounds, even where no am-_ 
‘putation is required, ’tis equally ad-— 
‘vifeable not to defer the care neceflary 
‘to be taken of them: left, by ‘the 
‘parts being expofed to the air, there — 
“might arife a feries of my dangerous 
‘fymptoms. | 


tt order to'make-: that praéti- 
cable, which There advife, I could 
with to be indulged in offering a 
‘f{cheme, which might, I think, be 
put 
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- put in execution with all the facility 
‘imaginable. It is this: When the 
-army is forming for an engagement, 
let the Surgeons, with their refpec- 
.tive mates, of the three or four regi- 
.ments, that are pofted next each 
other, collect themfelves into a body, 
(the fame method being obferved 
-throughout the whole line) and take 
stheir ftation in the rear, according to 
-the command of the General. Here 
let the wounded be put under their 
‘immediate. care and management. 
_ By this means they will:be enabled 
mutually to affift each other, and 
to perform their duty both with more 
-exadtnefs, and difpatch. 
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Now let any perfon of common 
humanity refle@ on the confequences _ 
naturally flowing from this manner | 
of treating the wounded on the fpot; — 
having firft formed an idea of poor | 
creatures being aQually conveying, tho’ — 
swith all conceivable tendernefs, from — 
place to place, under the extreme 
mifery of large, lacerated wounds, 
bleeding arteries, or fractured limbs; 
and this abrupt, prepofterous, re- 
moval attended with the moft fatal 
fymptoms, of which there was not, 
perhaps, at firft, the leaft.appearance, 
er apprehenfion. JI am apt to think 
fuch a one will not hefitate a moment | 
in preferring this my {cheme to that. 
Acene of terrible diftrefs, which I look . 

upon 
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pon as one of the moft moving 
that ‘can be prefented to 0 the human 
eye. ik: die Rent 
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| “Wounds that border on” ‘any ‘con- 
fiderabe artery, are very apt to bleed 
aftelh upon motion, - or the. return 
the ‘part, which © was interrupted at 
Bitcta by” the ‘violence | ‘of the injury, 
offered it: and this is almoft: always 
the cafe, “when ‘the flough begins 
to ) feparate. ‘For, which reafon, one, 
fhould never ‘attempt to. remove it 
by force 3’ but ‘wait with patience,” 
*till’ there be a perfect feparation. ite 
this” * flough : ‘hor be in the leaftwife . 
fhibcked : atthe accident of arterios thus, 
peting’ ‘themfelves, ‘which a very 
an D mode-~ 
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moderate experience will convince 
one to be almoft inevitable. The 
patient frequently gives warning of 
what is coming upon him, by com- 
plaining of great weight and fulnefs 
in the limb, which are ever accom- 
panied with more or lefs pulfation in 
it: an infallible prognoftic of the 
confequences. Let the wound afflict 
whatfoever part, if thefe complaints 
attend it, I inftantly injoin bleeding, 
and the Bark. 


I have known feveral inftances of 
perfons lofing their lives from the 
ftarting of an artery, before the 
Surgeon could reach them ; particu- 
larly, where an amputation has pre-_ 
ceded. And I dare affirm, the quan- 

tity | 
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tity of blood loft, efpecially in the cafe 
laft mentioned, has not amounted to 
twelve ounces: I do not know how 
to account for this otherwife, than 
by the drain which had been made 
from the mafs of blood both before, 
and during the operation, whence 
afudden gufh (though but a mode- 
rate one) of blood, after the great 
quantity already loft, gives a check 
to the circulation, and caufes imme- 
diate death. This refle@tion, I think, 
ought to be a leffon of inftruction 
to every practitioner, to be particularly 

intent on the faithful difcharge of his 
_ duty in regard to tying the veflels. 


The method I have prefcribed to 


pelt in penning this fmail treatife, 
D 2 leads 


ed 


: 
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leads me in this place to fpeak of 
the Bark: a medicine, which no- 


human eloquence can deck with 
panegyric, proportionable to it’s vir- 
tues. Of fuch incomparable benefit 
it is to mankind ! 


Ihave for a long time been fuc- 


cefsful, from the liberal ufe of this~ 


noble drug, in large fores of every 
kind: and have often experienced, 
that, in thofe painful circumftances, 
it would procure reft, if given’ in 


large dofes, when even opium had 


been taken without any manner of 
effect. 


Though Tam aware, that a very | 
ingenious Surgeon recommends the 


Bark | | 


: 
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Bark * againft hemorrhages in ex- 
ternal wounds in general; yet the 
prefcribing it in Gun-Shot Wounds, 
in the manner I introduced it, in the 
campaign of forty-three, is a practice, 
as I conceive, no where left us on 
record. And this I did with extra- 
ordinary fuccefs : of which I {hall 
give fome few of the many examples, 
that occurred to me in practice. 


In all large wounds, efpecially, 
thofe made by a cannon-ball, there 
is con{tantly a great laceration of the 
parts endued with an exquifite fen- 
fation. ‘Thefe are ever attended with 

D 3 an 
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an excruciating pain, and a difcharge 
of a gleety matter; which, if not 
reftrained, proves often of the worft 
confequence, by reducing the patient 
almoft to a fkeleton: there being 
no poffibility of receiving a fupply 
of nourifhment proportioned to the 
difchatge. In this unhappy ftate, 
the Bark (in dofes of a drachm each, 
and repeated every three hours; or 
oftener, if the ftomach will bear it) 
with furprizing efficacy repairs the 
breach made in the conftitution, by 
this terrible havock. In whatever 
form it be adminiftred, whether in 
tincture, extract, or refin, we. mutt 
ever have an eye to the proportion. 
For the prefcribing it in lefs quantity 
{8 one reafon why our expectations 
| are 


| 
| 
\ 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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are often fruftrated, and the medicine 
brought unreafonably into difgrace: 
the failure, in point of fuccefs, being 


generally owing to fome irregu- 


larity in the giving of it, either by 


-under-doing it, or not fufficiently 


perfifting in it’s ufe. Nor need we 
be under apprehenfions of any mif- 
chievous effects from fo liberal a dif- 
penfation of it, fhould it really dif- 


appoint us in our views. For I can 


facredly aver, that, even in fuch 
cafes, I never, in my whole practice, 
met with a fingle inftance of it’s 
leaving behind it the leaft trace of 
any hurtful quality. E/xr of vitriol, 
taken three times a day, in a glafs of 
water, I find to be of fingular benefit ; 
and to prove a very good affiftant to 
D4 phe 
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the virtues of the Bark. And, if the | 
body be coftive, to each dofe of the © 
Bark I add four or five grains of rbu- _ 
barb, ‘till that. inconveniency is re-— 
medied, Should the Bark run off © 
by more than four or five fucceflive © 
{tools, I take care to check this effe@ | 
of it, by ordering a few drops of 
laudanum, or two {poonfuls. of the 
diafcordium mixture along with it, 
every time it js given. 


Where the fore difcharges a con- 
fiderable quantity of gleety matter, 
is flabby, looks pale and _ gloffy, 


(which appearances are often confe- 


quent to a lofs of fubftance) the Bark | 
continually relieves the pain, that is 
‘predominant in this cafe, and quite 


changes 
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changes the complexion of the wound. 
And, though the patient has a dry 
tongue, great heat, a quick, low, 
pulfe, and a head hardly clear; yet, 
even in this fituation, [have knownthe 
Bark to do miracles, Nor (I freely 
own, when the neceflity for it is 
evident’.from fymptoms) have I, in 
adminiftring it, the leaft attention 
to the quicknefs of the pulfe. And 
in wounds, where, upon every dref- 
fing, there has been an ouzing from 
the capillary arteries, like water 
{queezed from a fponge, fubjecting, 
of courfe, the patient to no little 
hazard; I have frequently remarked 
the Bark, by thickening the matter, 
and lefiening it’s quantity, to procure 
the moft furprizing good effects. 
ie How- 
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However, I would not be under- | 
ftood to infinuate, that the Bark will : 
ftop the bleeding of any confiderable — 
artery. Weverthelefs, though this 
efficacious property is not to be ex- 
pected from it, the vitiated texture | 
and ftate of the blood (which, from 
too great a degree of fluidity, forces : 
thus it’s way through the arterial 
paflages) will be altered more effec-. 
tually from the exhibition of it, than 
from any thing I know in the whole 
Materia Medica. From whence, — 
I think, is plainly pointed out to us | 
the bafis, we are to ereét our future © 
fuperftruture upon. ‘The Bark, on : 
thefe occafions, I conftantly advife, 
jogether with opretes, more or lefs, 
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in proportion to the urgency of the 
fupervening fymptoms. 


Nor is the virtue of this medicine 
lefs confpicuous in thofe extended 
fores, which are very frequently 
confequent to amputations. If it be 
taken from the fourth day after an 
operation of that kind, in the manner 
above directed, I can with the ftricteft 
‘truth aver, that it will not. only 
greatly forward the healing the ftump; 
but, likewife, give an effectual check 
to thofe coil {weats, which are 
apt to accompany patients under fuch 
circumftances, 


I muft not clofe thefe hints withs 
out taking notice of it’s peculiar 


efficacy 
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efficacy alfo in venereal fores, parti- 
cularly buboes. It is no uncommon | 
thing for thefe to remain obftinate | 
fores, though the malignity or ve- 
nomous taint in the habit has been 
perfectly extirpated, by a proper mer-_ 
curial courfe. Now, in this fituation, 
and where the fore is become foul, | 
and it's lips hard, with a gleety dif- 
charge, of fuch an acrimonious | 
nature, as to erode the neighbouring 
parts; this drug, by it’s {pecific pro-- 
perty, will fcarce ever mifs promoting | 
the healing of the ulcer. Whereas, | 
on the contrary, the purfuing a mer-_ 
curial courfe, anfwers no other end, 
than that of reducing the patient; 
and daily rendering the bad condition 
ef the malady confiderably worfe. 
SO 
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So that, though I do not affert the 
Bark is an adequate remedy for a ve- 
nereal fore, yet, in the defperate ftate 
I have mentioned, it will become a 
_ powerful auxiliary ; and givethe finifh- 
ing f{troke to thofe perverfe remains of 


the diforder ; which, without it’s 
affiftance, would perfift to undermine 


the conftitution, and not end but in 
the deftruction of the patient. 


In order to exemplify the method 
laid down in the preceding pages, 
relative to Gun-fhot Wounds, I fhall 
begin by giving a detail of a very 
extraordinary cafe, that centered in 
the perfon of a young prince, no 
lefs diftinguifhed for his martial 
prowefs, than high birth. ‘This illu- 


ftrious 
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ftrious perfonage received a wound | 


from a grape-fhot, difcharged from 


acannon, which went quite through | 


the calf of his leg. It entered on the 


outfide, clofe to the fdula; a little 
above where the ga/frocnemius mufcle 


begins to grow tendinous. Part of this 


mufele, together with the common | 


: 


membrane, that invefts all the mufs_ 
cles of the leg, appeared jagged at 


the mouth of the wound: which 
was fo exceedingly wide, that I be« 


lieve it’s orifice might have very 
well admitted a large hen-egg. The 


fhot made it’s exit clofe by the tzd7a : 
nor were the dimenfions of this 
orifice a jot lefs confiderable, than 
what I have been reciting of the 
ether. It had drove the extremities 
rN eo te Ca of 
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of fome of the mufcles, which it had 
tore afunder in it’s paflage, quite out 
of the wound: which,: as no con- 
fiderable artery was burft, bled rather 
more, than what is ufual for this 
‘fort of wounds to do at firft; efpe- 
cially, as I had not omitted the ne- 
ceflary precaution of taking away 
from the arm, in the field of action, 
very little lefs than twenty ounces of 
blood. Lapplied a very eafy, light, 
dreffing ; and juft fupplied bandage 
enough to keep it on the part. That 
night was not paffed without much 
inquietude. Next morning things 
were fo circumftanced, that there 
was an unavoidable neceflity for re- 
moving him to fome diftance from 
that fituation. Accordingly, he was 

conveyed 
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conveyed in a coach, under great un-_ 


eafinefs (though through no ‘fault’ 
of the vehicle) about fifteen Engli/h 
miles to quarters: which, though 


fufficiently remote from any hoftile 
alarms, were, neverthelefs, but very 
indifferent ones ; and, in no degree 


fuitable either to his high quality, | 
or the circumftances his early valour— 
had laid him under. Some few 
hours after the fatigue of the journey, | 
I repeated the bleeding, and gave | 
direGtions for an emollient clyfter: 


ofdering, at the fame time, fome 


Gafcoign’s powder to be taken every | 
four hours, with a proportionable | 
addition of mtfre. The nature of © 
the wound confidered,’ the» quiet! | 
he enjoyed that night far exceeded 


ny, 
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my expectations. Notwithiftanding 
which, the next evening, I bled 
him for the third time, and repeated 
the clyfter. To the fores I applied 
“warm digeftive, and wrapped. the 
‘whole limb in a bread and milk 
pultice, in which was juft oil enough 
to prevent it’s growing dry. A bloody 
ichor, which is a conftant fore-run- 
‘ner of matter, and, in the beginning, 
‘carries with it a good prognoftic, 
‘made now a plentiful difcharge. The 
{welling was not very great, and the 
inflammation but littl. Care was 
taken to keep the body open, and 
the courfe of the cooling powders 
continued to the fifth day. He had 
now fome’ complaints of a little heat : 


but, as thofe were very tranfient, | 
. E and 
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and he afterwards tolerably eafy, they | 
‘were not much attended to. I think 
this day, the King’s Phyfician, 
‘Dr Werlhoff, made shim “the firft 
vifit. It was judged proper to go. 
on with the cooling regimen pre-_ 
{cribed, both as to ‘his medicines, | 
and diet. ‘The wound now began’ 
to make a good, and regular, dif. | 
charge of matter : no ways exceed- 
‘ing in quantity what 1s expedied 
from fores of that nature. There 
was no abfeefs, no lodgment of 
matter, nor any extraneous body, | 
from ‘the: beginning to the end, ‘to. 
~ obftrué our endeavours; though the 
{welling was rather fomewhat in- 
‘screafed, as was likewife the. die 


charge, on ‘the eighth day. . To- 
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wards noon he complained of being 
chilly ; and was foon after attacked 
with a fevere fhivering, which con- 
tinued harafling him for the fpace 
of four or five hours. Then fuc- 
ceeded a heat, which did not in the 
_leaft abate during the greateft part of 

the night. ‘Towards the return of 
“morning he began to fall into’ a 
~fweat, that foon became profufe. 
>We attended very early, and agreed 
“to give him better than a drachm 
Sof the Bark in a dofe every two 
hours. But, as this gave him feveral, 
" ftools in a fhort time, we added to 
every dofe three drops of laudanum, 
till that effect of it was prevented. 
I muft remark, that the fweat had 
-been on him, when the Bark was 
ae . Hes firtt 
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firft prefcribed, about three hours. 
‘When the fweat, which continued 
about twelve hours, was entirely 
‘off, he took elixir of vitriol twice 
or thrice a day. Frorh this period, 
there was an abatement both of the | 
{welling, and of the difcharge: nor 
had we the leaft return of any 
feverifh appearances. On the twelfth 
day a flough came away in one intire 
piece, without either force or pain, 
near the whole length of the sendo 
Achillis. The Bark we thought. 
proper to continue for fome time. 
‘The wound, indeed, healed but. 
flowly : which I conceive to be alto- 
gether owing to his being con- 
ftantly on his legs, and {carce ever : 
without his boots on. There is no! 
great 
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‘ great matter of ftiftnefs now Te= 
maining in the limb: not even fo 
much as one would naturally fuppofe 
-muft be neceffarily confequent to a 
wound among a clufter of mufcles ; 
where the fibres, that. ought to be 
Joofe and free, are too much confined 
and reftrained by the unavoidable 
adhefion of the parts that were 
wounded, 


_ Ihave heen a little more circum- 
Mantial in my relation of this cafe, 
than, perhaps, was abfolutely re- 
quifite. But, as the behaviour of 
my royal patient on that day was 
earried to the higheft pitch of 
heroifm; all the world, animated 
4 with any degree of virtue, or honour, 
j iy * were 
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were attentive to the event, and 


became deeply interefted in his re-_ 


covery : an event, which I efteem’ 
the happieft of my life. And the 


more fo, as a confidence, even to an 


excels, was repofed on the little 
abilities Tam mafter of: which, in- 
deed, were employed with unweéaried 


diligence, not only through a motive | 
of duty, but of inclination, arifing | 
_ from an inviolable attachment to his | 
great, and engaging, qualitics—_ 
I muft obferve, that the fuccefs I met | 
with in the foregoing cafe was, no 
doubt, to be attributed to the plenti- 
ful bleeding in the beginning, and | 
the free ufe of the Bark. And here | 
I muft add, what was accidentally | 
‘omitted to be remarked amoneft the 

| other | 
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other directions for adminiftering the: 

Bark, that the fuccefs. of this medi- 
cine will be generally much fecured 
by. bleeding and gentle purging 


before the ufe of it. It is obfervable, 


_ jikewife, that when the two or 


three firt dofes of the Bark oc- 


¢afion three or - four. ftools, this 
evacuation is of advantage to. the 
patient, and makes the fuccefs of 
_ this powerful medicine’ more certain; 


_ but where the ftools are more nus 
merous, it will be neceffary, by the 
means before directed, to: reftrain 
them. But, to proceed, 


A General: officer in our own: 


atmy (whofe fingular good pro- 


: ag in domeftic life are not lefs 


4 con- 
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confpicuous, than his great talents. 


in military affairs) received a fhot 
from a mufket, that. went obliquely 


quite.through..the os calcis.. ‘The 


orifice, where the ball entered, had 
been. dilated) before I faw. him, 


which was not ‘till the third day 


from the accident. I obferved the 


part, which is very membranous, 
to be terribly lacerated, the lacera- 


ted membranes to hang out at both 


orifices, and the bone itfelf fhivered: | 
The whole foot, on which he ftood 
for two entire hours after the fhot | 


had pierced it, was much {wollen, 


though without any great degree of | 
| 
the wound feveral {mall pieces of | 
‘Done, applied warm digeftive, and | 
; laid | 


inflammation, or pain. I took from 


| 


| 
| 


| 
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laid the bread and milk pultice over. 
the whole; did not omit bleeding, 
and injoined the: cooling regimen : 
which method was purfued for two 

or three days; when the difcharge, 
inflammation, and pain increafed, 
with a quick pulfe, and a general 
uneafinefs. Thefe appearances deter- 
mined me to repeat ‘the bleeding, 
and to adminifter the Bark: the 
_ benefits from which were foon very 
evident, by an abatement of the heat; 
and a leffening of the difcharge. 
LA very inconfiderable portion of mat- 
ter now ouzed from the more de- 
_ pending orifice. It almoft all came 
out of. the upper mouth of the 

wound. There was nothing I fo 
much. wifhed the accomplifhment 
, of, 
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of, as to have thefe two orifices 
laid into one. ' But as the ball, the — 
whole length of it’s ‘paffage, had 
formed a bony arch, of no fmall | 
thicknefs, and the texture of the 
part befides was very membranous ; 
I defifted from the attempt’ for the 
prefent : contentirig myfelf with the 
hopes, that the matter would very 
foon find it’s way to the lower ori- 
fice. Things thus circumftanced, | 
TI put a findon through the wound, | 
of a very fine piece of Holland cloth, : 
moiftened in digeftive, which with | 
sreat eafe I changed every drefling : 
and perfifted in this method for feven | 
or eight days, ’till the matter, not | 
much in quantity, was determined | 
to the opening below. When this 
ay was 
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; was effected, I laid the findon afide, 
The cure henceforward was no ways 
retarded by any manner of lodgment ; 
which, indeed, before was very 
inconfiderable. © Numberlefs {mall 
fhivers of bone were conftantly 
: brought out with the findon ; which, 
at the fame time, put the matter on 
making it’s exit along with it at 
! the inferior orifice. Not long after, 
I difcontinued the application of the 
A; pultice, and defifted from the ufe of 
the Bark: but, pain increafing, I 
_ found myfelf under a neceffity of 
1 recurring to both again; and I did 
fo the next dreffing, which was that 
fame eventing. For I never failed, 
"particularly as it was very hot and 
| ultry, to drefs wounds of this fort 
twice | 
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twice a day. Upon our decampment 
from this place, my attendance on 


this Gentleman was of courfe inter-. 


rupted for four or five days: after | 
which time he followed the army | 
by water, The fatigue, he under-— 


went by this removal, brought on 


a flight inflammation, augmented the 
pain, and increafed the difcharge of | 
matter. I then determined with my- | 
felf, as foon as thefe fymptoms fhould | 


ceafe, and the prefent ruffle be a 
little over, to lay both orifices into 


one. This, accordingly, I did, full | 
continuing the ufe both of the Bark, | 
and pultice. Every thing appeared | 
now with a good afpeét. But, as | 
the feafon of the year began to ad- | 
vance, and there was no poflibility _ 
i of | 


| 


| 
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_ of his accompanying the army with 
any tolerable conveniency, or with- 
_ out prejudicing his health, I advifed - 
him to repair to England: which 
_ counfel, though not without fome 
_ reluctance, he fhortly after put in 
execution. He went on in the courfe 


of the Bark for fome months after 


his arrival at London: nor did he 
. ever return to the ufe of it, when 
it had been at any time intermitted, 
_ without finding himfelf relieved by 


it’s fingular virtues. 


The next inftance I fhall bring, 
of the great efficacy of the Bark, 
will be that of a Major of Horfe, 
whofe foot was fhot off by a cannon- 
ball, except juft where it hung, 
‘ fufpended 
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fafpended only by a piece of kin. 
The firft Surgeon he met with cut 


that fkin afunder, and applied his 


dreffings : but, upon motion, and 
the return of a free circulation, the 


limb bled a-frefh. The Surgeon of 


the Troop, in attending eh pro- 


pofed taking off the remaining part 
of the leg; which advice was im-_ 
mediately complied with. But, I do | 
not know by what means, a large | 


portion of the mufcles, robbed of 


the fkin, was left naked ; which, on 
the leaft motion iemnatle or acci- 
dental touch, even of the fofteft fub- 
ftance, caufed a moft exquifite pain. | 
And, if I remember right, the great | 
‘artery was the only veficl, that was : 
regularly tied. Round the raw | 

ftump | 


| 


| 
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f{tump -was-rolled.a fillet more.than 
ordinarily tight. Such was the me- 
thod of drefling made ufe of on 
that ,occafion. This brave, though 
‘unfortunate, officer, lay the reft of 
the day, and all the fubfequent night, 
‘in a waggon, which had fearce any 
covering, miferably expofed to’ the 
inclemency of the rain, that poured 
from the Heavens in continual floods. 
The next day, after dinner, he ap- 
plied for my afliftance. On my at- 
tending him, he complained of great 
pain in the ftump, and a pulfation 
in it, that was utterly intolerable. 
I immediately fet about opening it, 
‘removed that. circular band, which, 
from it’s tightnefs, had rendered 
thofe naked mufcles very full and 
| turgid, 
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turgid,,and brought.on a confiderabley 
{welling above,.the. knee. | - Upone 
removing this band, the blood ruthedt, : 
out from feveral arteries, and. patti-, 

cularly from one that was very im=» 
portant.» When, after a great deal) 1 
of anguifh> to the! patient, and nos 
fmall trouble and perplexity to my=.) 
felf, Thad fortunately tied the veffels,+ 
I applied very light and foft drefling; a 
and over all: a flannel cap, (which'» 
T would ever recommend), with no 7 
more rolling, than what juft affifted 
in keeping on the: drefling. I di-, ' 
reGed befides, a courfe of te/aceous : 
powders with fome uitre, and ordered* 
fome drops’ of /audanum to be taken 
occafionally, as the ‘neceflity might® 
oh aor of . aes fleep, Ine 
- fpite | 


ree 


he 
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fpite of all my endeavours he got’ 
ho reft that night, nor the fucceeding’ 
day and night. His pulfe was very 
quick and low, his tongue dry, and he 
was fomewhat inclined to a dehrium + 
the ftump difcovering a great ten- 
dency to bleed. This was his fitua-. 
tion, when I gave him the Bark,’ 
having firft bled him about ten’ 
‘ounces. Every dofe, almoft of 
‘this, as his body was apt to be coftive,- ~ 
I accompanied with a few grains of 
rhubarb. We alfo took thrice a day 
twenty drops of elixir of vitriol in: 
a gilafs of water. This regulation 
he was under both before, and fome 
thonths after, his return to England. 
He is poffeffed, at prefent, of a tole-. 
om good hare of health: but,’ 

F through 
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through the. fhortnefs and vandgrnsty 
of the ftump, ,and.it's being very 
much. fabjeéted to crack, he but. 
feldom, as yet, can enjoy the ufe 
of his wooden leg. I can venture 
to. affirm, that he took at  leaft. 
five poinds..of the Bark... .Thg 
omiffions hinted .at in the above 
relation, might probably be owing 
to. the almoft continual alarms from. 


Hialis spa the operation. 


5 cannot we mention here, hall 
I have often remarked to be the cafe 
in amputated limbs, _efpecially in the 
leg and thigh: where the habit of 
body has been previoufly bad, or elfe| 
made fo,. by deferring the operation, 
and very, commonly in. fcorbutick 
conftitutions.. | 


c@ i 
aid ee 
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: conftitutions. - ‘The fore, for-: the 
 firft eight: or ten days after taking 
off the limb, fhall :promife all ima- 
_ ‘ginable fuccefs : from which time 
it frequently begins: to gleet . pro- 
digioufly, looks: pale, gloffy, :and 
flabby; and, this gleeting, if not 
whecked, in a little while runs the 
Patient: out of the world. In ext 
: ‘gencies of this kind the Bark hardly 
» ever fails to procure relief ; and works 
: an apparent change in a very fhort 

~'fpace of time: fometimes’in twelve 
i ‘hours. This I can atteft for abfolute 
: 


ee a ee 


Ne ee 


_ truth, in the cafe’ of.a-very worthy 
gentleman, about fifty. miles from 
ee nilin: who ‘broke his leg by a fall 
from his horfe. [took it off the © 
gp iecond day from the accident, and, 
Mees | 6g after 


: x 
§ ‘¢ 
ing 
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after the. firft-dreffing, refigned him 
ito’ the! care. of “his neighbouring | 
: -Sirgeons not j in the leaft afterwards - 


fufpecting, -but that. every thing was 


sfucceeding agreeable to. our wifhes. 


But -the {cene was quite reverfed. 


*Fot,vabout fixteen days after, I re- 
ceived: a letter) from the. gentlemen | 


awho- shad the management. of him, 
ntimating, that a {mall artery, near 
the: fkin;. bled very freely, on their 


removing the dreflings. . In anfwer, 
J advifed a vein to ‘be opened in the 


arm,,and the Bark to, be: taken in- | 
ftantly.. But, as the/fymptom of the 
arterial opening ceafed,. and. the. 
\patient. was without any fign of a 


fever, my. advice of trying the Bark 


was poftponed. .,The. feven and | 
| twentieth, | 


am | 7-e 
pe PRA OO 


| 


wt 
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‘twentieth’ day,’ another Surgeon, emi- 


‘ment ‘in’ the profeffion, ‘and>myfelf 


were Rurried out “of town to: “his 
aflittance. ‘On ouf ‘arrival, we found 
him very much emaciated): a°great 
gleet ‘inceffantly’ “ouzing’ fron ‘the 
‘ftump: which, on° the removale of 
‘the dreffings; bled from every*pore, 
dike water prefled from a ‘fpunge. 
‘We immediately gave him the Bark, 
and repeated ‘it’ évery’ two hours. 
The'next morning the difcharge was 
“eonfiderably leffened, ‘nor was there 


_ the “leaft ‘appearance © of bleeding. 


“If he aecidentally at any time ‘neg- 
‘letted taking it, only for a day, 
‘or even leffened' the dofes; the wound 
’plainly pointed © out the omiffion’ by 


4 ‘the change ‘of it’s complexion. “He 
| ESERRENS Fo3 perfifted 
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perfifted in the method: of siti : 


the Bark every two-or three hours,, | 
till he came to town: when it was. 
thought proper to give him a larger: 


re{pite. He now enjoys a perfec 
ftate of health, and has. done fo, 


ever fince, the ftump was healed, | 
But,. before. this was accomplifheds | 
he took near nine th Bo of ame | 


Bark. 


| In the oale, I thal next rontavttss 


the reader .will very readily perceive | 
the ‘inconveniencies and obftructions - 
of cure, that fucceeded 3. — : 


eatipayny to the Bark, 


OA aides defervedly eftaentad 


being furrounded by the enemy, and 
| fighting 


Gun-SHotT Wounns. 9h 


fighting his way, fingly, through; 


 feveral fquadrons of » French Horfe}: 


_ the ball entered ‘by the lower edge: 
| of the /capula, (a {mall portion of — 
_ which it broke off) and came out — 


jott below the fhort:ribs on the ops — 


| pofite fide. I have often wondered, ~ 
how the bullet could pafs over the — 


weriebra of the back without hurting 
them: which, in the fubje& before 
us; it indifputably did. Bleeding and - 


the cooling regimen were prefcribed 
him: and the wound was properly 


dilated, Every thing was now. in 


_ fo good a way, that he walked abroad 
feveral times: though, I muft con- 


fefs, not altogether with my-confent. 
ae of the orifices healed in-a {hort , 
Fo 4 time ; 
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time,: and fo the other feemed,-dif< 
pofed to. do,.,had the, clofing of tit 
been:,judged, confiftent with the pa- 
tient’s, fafety.... But; | fome, very in-— 
_ different, fymptoms arifing, it..was- 
_ advifable by. all .means. to. keep sit 
open. ..For, on. the, twelfth day. he | 
grew very. feverith, and. {pit. a little 
blood: which, determined..me to. 
bleed. him freely, and to. continue 
the. cooling courfe of ‘medicines ; to | 
which I would. willingly have joined 
the Bark :. but he abfolutely refufed — 
to Jiften to.that. propofal, The next | 
day,. I found him. not at all better; — 
fo repeated the bleeding. .. That even- 
ing,. notwithftanding, he, difcharged 
a great.quantity of blood; both from | 
his. ftomach and lungs ;- whereupon : 
$3 | I opened | 


— 
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 Topened»a vein for the third time: 
He till: continued to turn adeaf eat 
 toall I could fay | in ‘recommendation 
_ of the Bark. However, ‘at length} 
_ he’was induced to take fome extrac 
of it; which’ immediately wrought 
an apparent amendment in him. « But 
_ his averfion to this drug was of fuch 
an obftinate nature; that he foon de- 
; fitted: from the ufe of it,’ even in 
_ this form. The veffels perfifting to 
open, and the blood frequently to 
_ ruth out, I was forced: to” recur ‘fo 
_ often’ to the expedient of the lancet, 
_ that I really grew weary of keeping 
_ an account of my operations on thofe 
_ emergent occafions. Thefe evacua~ 
tions néceff wily reduced him to a 
oy a a ebb; and yet his antipathy 
2 to 


wv 
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to the Bark remained in him as in=° 
veterate as ever. It was from the 
confideration: of thefe incidents, that — 
T'was refolved: to keep. the wound 


open ; which was’ not effected with-_ 


out fome difficulty. In this uncers 
tain ftate I was obliged to leave him: 
but, as the bleeding often returned, — 
there was as often a neceffity of | 
taking away blood. About a: month | 
after, he came to me at Menfz; in 
fuch a debilitated condition,. that 
Tcould fcarce ever hope to fee him | 
more. From thence he immediately 
fet forward for England; where, on 
his arrival, he put himfelf under the 
eare of a Phyfician and Surgeon) 


{both eminently diftinguifhed in their 


— profeflions): who: were al. 
together | 


j 
| 


— 
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together at a lofs how to account for. 


the extraordinary circumftances of 


his cafe. However, the fymptoms. 


frequently returning, the lancet was 
_as often made ufe of. At length he 
_ was prevailed upon to take the Bark, 
with ‘opiates ; which abated the bleed- 
ing, though they did not entirely 
| prevent it. As his Phyfician had 


_obferved, that the vefiels, for the. 


_moft part, made a freer difcharge 


after bleeding in the arm, he was. 


_ determined to open a vein in the foot, 
Upon repeating this operation, and 
accompanying the Bark with the 


royal fiyptic, thofe fymptoms in avery 


little time entirely left him. . It is 


very juft I fhould, on this occafion,’ 


communicate to the reader, a remark, 
which 


as 
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which the fame "Phyfician, anise 
extenfive practice, has frequently made | 
in’ /refpect of ~hemorrages’ iffuine 


| either: from the ‘nofe’or lungs? viz. 


that. bleeding in ‘the foot-has proved 
of great efficacy towards ftopping 
thofe difcharges, when taking blood 
from’ the’ arm has ‘not ‘afforded any 
manner of ‘check’*to’'them. But to 


return. From ‘that time’ the patient 
began to get the better of his dit 
orders; and at prefent, though’ far 
from being © re-eftablifhed®' in “his 


former health’ and‘ ftrength, yet, he | 
enjoys a great portion of both, than | 


T ‘once eat ‘imagine ‘would ‘have 


éver come to his fhare. Thefe gentle- | 


men attempted,’ as I had done; ‘to 
wet vie wound running’; but that; | 
YNYED they 


; 
/ 


j 
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they. perceived, was. attended | with 
no little difficulty; .and, therefore; 
_ they laid afide all thoughts of ftriving 
_ to. accomplith.that expédient, and left 
_ the fore thenceforward ; at tifull oe 
to heal. SAS YrSt9 19 
wre Biel ever feemed very. myfterious 
_ to me, from/,what caufe this. feries 
_ of: furprizing fymptoms. could {pring. 
_ Had there been but. one: orifice; 
it) would) then have. been evident, 
' that they..would have been owing 
_ to the ball’s remaining in the body. 
Indeed, . as piftols are generally charg- 
ed. with a brace of balls, ’tis poffible 
they.-might shave both’entered. at the 
_ dame orifice; ione finding it’s way 
out. “again, the other. lodging: in. the 
yo ili | cavity 
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cavity of the breaft; though ‘this, 
think, is highlyt ‘pipaehles | : 

-'The reader will draw whan cons 
ows he pleafes from the follow- 
ing cafe with refpect to the ufe of 
the Bark. An Aujfirian officer, who | 
had his hand ‘thiferably thattered by 
a cannon-ball,, was, by fomeJaccit | 
dent, left in a wood near the fidld | 
of battle, deftitute. of any manner | 
of help, from Thurfday (the day of 
ation) -’till the Sunday following; | 
when he was brought to Henaz, | 
The next morning, I was carried to 
fee him, and to affift in taking off 
his arm. On. viewing it, I found it 
mortified almoft to the elbow, with 
a eigteat {welling and inflammation | 
i quite | 
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_ quite ,up to.the fhoulder. As it was 


by no means. advifable to attempt an 


amputation in fuch  circumftances, 


I propofed. giving ,him the .Bark; 


_ which, being no.ways objected to, 
_ he entered upon immediately... The 


next day he was rather better: but, 
on the, third, was evidently fo. ‘The 
inflammation was lefs, the {welling 


began to fubfide, and the edges of 


the, mortification were feparating, 
This fuecefs, from the Bark, was 
matter of great furprize to the Sur- 
geons who attended him: the practice 


of adminiftring it on thefe occafions 


being altogether new to. them, and 


_ unprecedented... As to the Phyfician, 
he. was. not unapprized of it's, ufe 


in mortifications.. The arm -was fo- 


mented, 
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mented and wrapped up in the oat-) 
meal and ftale-beer pultice with the- 
riaca: and the dreadful fymptoms, 
that forbad the operation, were now 
fo much abated, that his Surgeons 
did’ not at all hefitate to take it off. 
‘But this was done to very little pur- _ 
pofe; for three or four days after 
the amputation (his jaw being fixed — 
by a convulfive attack, ‘and his coun-" | 
tenance greatly diftorted) he ex- | 


_ pired. 


——Ee —— — 


| I have feen two more inftances 
of perfons being feized with this | 
fort of convulfion, who both died. — 
And (what adds to the melancholy’ — 
circumftances) though they laboured — 
under an impotency: of fpeech, yet 

their | 
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their fenfes were no ways impaired. 
 Ibelieve this convulfive fymptom note 
to be uncommon in-Gun-fhotwounds;: 
nor. indeed in» .any. other,: where! 
_there.is.a confiderable,.laceration.of. 
parts, thick interwoven with mem-), 
 branes..,;,; me : 


| TE. sree liane Kin highese 
; ideas. imaginab! e of the virtues of the - 
Bark on occafions,, fimilar to thofe.; 
i I have been defcribing ; yet, I cons. 
ceive it but equitable to give like- 
"wife an inftance or two where it was 
Bristtended with it’s. accuftomed}.. 
fuccefs. The. preceding cafe may, 
- perhaps, be, thought to. leave the» 
matter doubtful as to any benefit re~.. 
_ ceived Nye it: and from what I thall,,, 
G next 


ey 
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next relate, it will be very certain, 
that the taking of it produced no 
advantage whatever. A proper judg- 
ment, in thefe matters, 1s ever to be 
formed by comparing events; and 
weighing, with the greateft exact- | 
nefs, the good effects againft thofe: 
that have been of a contrary nature. 
By this means we fhall be enabled, 
like judicious pilots, to fhape our 
courfe aright; nor touch upon a fand 
a fecond time, that had once en- 
dangered the veffel. Whatever fa-| 
vourable conceptions the reader may 
entertain of the Bark, from the fore-| 
going ‘relations, they muft refult 
from the artlefs recital of real matter] 
of fa, and experience. | | 


A General 


SF re Re = 
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A General of the Hanoverian 


forces, an officer of eftablifhed metit, 


of about feventy years of age, had 


his ancle, with the neighbouring’ 
parts, all terribly fhattered by a can- 


non-bullet, and lay under the manage- 
ment of his own Surgeon. My 


affiftance was applied for, the third 


' evening after the accident. On 


examining the wound,’ I judged it 


4 cafe that plainly required an ims 
_ mediate’ amputation, Accordingly, 
at the foillicitations of the gentleman; 


_ who attended him, I inftantly cut off 
_ the leg. That night he refted tole- 
_rably well: and, on the next dreffing; 
every thing feemed to carry fo-good 


® 2 face, that I began now, notwith- 


% 


; Gi ftanding 


cme 


each dofe be accompanied with three 
or four drops of /audanum) 1 was 


own, the unexpected alteration, I 
found wrought in him, perfectly 
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ftanding his advanced age, and the | 


circumftances of the operation's not 


being performed fooner, to indulge | 
fome hopes of a favourable iffue in | 
the affair. The King’s Phyfician, | 
likewife, paid him regular vifits. My | 


rule was to fee him every third or 


fourth dreffing. “But, as he was about | 
the fixteenth day attacked by a diar-_ 


rhea, (which is no obftruction to. 
the giving of the Bark,. provided | 


requefted to give my attendance at 
that morning’s drefling. I  muft 


furprized me... The ftump look’d 
i and the flefh was beginning to’ 
quit: 


| 


| 
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quit the ends of the bone: which 


_fymptom, even'in youth, affords but 
a very indifferent prognoftic, and, 
in old age, I believe, feldom foils to 
_ prove: fatal. However, we dreffed 

the fore with pledgets of digertive, 
being firft dipped in oz/ of turpentine 
‘warm, and agreed to his taking the 
Bark. From: this time: he grew 
worfe and worfe, ’till he breathed 
his laft.. I fhall not interrupt the 
reader in making what» reflections 
he pleafes on this exact narrative. 
But I muft not omit to do juftice to 
the doctor, by declaring, that the 
Bark could not ftand in any. one’s 
opinion in higher efteem, than in 


his. | 
| The 


a 


| The reader will eafily recollect, | 
that wherever, in the foregoing re- 
lations, I have made mention of | 
dreffings, they were from the firft 
of a foft, eafy, fupple nature, fuch 
as lint moiftened with oil, or pledgets _ 
of digeftive; and the bandage light: 
hot, dry, and fpirituous applications 
being what I never found to anfwer 
the expected fuccefs, but, on the 
contrary, productive frequently of | 
great inconveniences. And, I con- 
- fefs, the hopes I had of familiarizing 
thefe to the young practitioner, was 
one main motive for my thus launch- 
ing at once into the publick, intirely 
unconcerned for the plainnefs of the — 
drefs, in which my thoughts appear. | 
| As 
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As to the Bark, the inftances , 
I have brought in fupport of it’s 


a efficacy plainly demonftrate, I think; 


it’s {pecific properties, on the invafion 


of thofe fymptoms which I have fo 


- frequently made mention of. in the 


courfe of this treatife. “And I flatter 
myfelf, that, for the future, this 


powerful production of Peru will in 


fuch cafes be held in proper efteem 
by every perfon, divefted of partiality 
and prejudices, into whofe hands 
this well-intended fketch of mine 
may happen to fall. In a word, 
I folemnly proteft (what I promifed 
in my introductory part of this {mall 
eflay) that I have given an hiftorical 


account’ of no Chirurgical. procefs, 


G4: but 
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but what is, in every refpect, and 
circumftance, according to the beft 


of my remembrance, exactly con- — 


formable to truth. 


APPENDIX, 


| 


[ays 
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The following particulars pisnis ‘bs 
formerly put together by order of 
His Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
CUMBERLAND, as directions to the 
Regimental-Surgeons, they are added 
in this place on account of the con- 
nection they have with the fubjedt 
that bas preceded. 


T cannot be denied, that it is 
abfolutely neceflary to eftablifh 
an hofpital in every country where 
an army is fituated ; but every gentle- 
~ man who has made a campaign mutt 
Ihave obferved, that thofe foldiers 
who have been admitted into the 
hofpital 
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hofpital have remained there, ufelets 
to the army, during the greateft part 
if not the whole feafon; and are 
commonly called Malingerers.—For 
this. reafon none ought to be fent 
thither for flight complaints; but 
fuch only whofe cafes are dangerous, 
or where the conveniences of an 
hofpital are abfolutely neceffary for 
the recovery of the patient, 


Neither can any one that has ~ 
attended an army, be ignorant what — 


difficulties are thrown in the way 
of the perfon, who is appointed to 


fix and have the dire€tion of an 
hofpital.—Amongft others, is the — 
want of room; an. inconvenience © 
which obliges him to crowd the 


place 


hi 
J 
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_place with twice the number it ought 


to contain. And, whenever numbers 
of fick are put into fuch confined: 
places, the want of a free circulation 


_of freth air, together with the carelefl- 


nefs of the patients themfelves, feldom 
fail of changing common fevers, and 
flight fevers: attendant upon wounds, 
into thofe of a malignant nature; 
which, when once begun, fpread 
through the whole hofpital, few 
efcaping the contagion. So that, 
by this miferable confinement, abun- 
dance of valuable lives are loft, which 
might otherwife be faved, if proper 
and mature precautions were taken 
to prevent their being. expofed to 
fuch extreme dangers: Therefore, 
whenever the confining perfons to 

| an 


papal 
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an hofpital can be avoided, it fhould+ 


as it often may be, immediately after 


a battle, by the care of the Regi- | 


mental-Surgeons. 


This rule may be particularly 
proper in regard to the management 
of venereal cafes; for as the cam- 
paigns are generally made in the 
fummer, when the pores are open 


and the perfpiration free, recent cafes — 


may be, and no doubt often are, 
cured, and the foldier kept either 
in the camp or quarters. ‘Mercury 
ufed in {mall ‘quantities internally, 
or moderate mercurial fri@ions made 
on the legsy in proportion to the 
ftrength of the patient, will both 
clo and often compleat, the 

cure ; 
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cure; obferving, if the mouth fhould 
be affected, to let the patient take 
fome gentle purge, and defift from 
the mercurial courfe ’till that effec: 
of the Mercury is gone off. 


I would likewife advife, that the 
patient fhould. drink daily a quart or 
three pints of a {trong decoction of 
farfaparilla ; vzz. four ounces of farfa 
to make a quart of the decoction, 
which will greatly forward the cure, 
and agrees very well with a mercurial 
courfe. This method purfued, feldom 
fails of curing all the leffer tribe of ve- 
nereal complaints, as buboes, flicht 
fhankers, phimofes, paraphimofes; and 
certainly doesnot fhake the conftitution 
as a falivation too often does. It will 

| | prevent, 


—— 


we 
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prevent, likewife, thofe of the worfé 
kind from getting fuch root in thé 
habit, as might endanger the recovery _ 
of the patient; fo that, during the 
campaign, no hazard, or any ill con- 
fequence, is to be feared frorn it.. On 
the contrary, the patient may often 
do his duty; but it is to be obferved; 
that temperance muit be enjoined as 
a part of military difcipline. 


As to foldiers affliGed with rup= 
tures, many of whom are difcharged 
on that account, which is undoubtedly 
a hurt to the fervice.—-To remedy 
this inconvenience; I would recom 
mend to your R--s- H-------, 
that every foldier afflicted’ with that 

complaint, and. whofe rupture’ is 


capable 


APREMDEM o¢ 
capable of being reduced, may be 
fupplied with a well-ftted trufs; after 
which, that foldier will be able to do 
his duty, or to go through any other . 
labour with as much eafe to himfelf 
as if he had not that. complaint.- 
The expence of a trufs is under 


twenty fhillings. 


The paragraph relating to ruptures 
was particularly recommended by — 
H. R. H. as feveral of the foldiers 
had undergone a very fevere, and 
painful experiment, under the cure 
of one Ramfay, a Rupture-Monger 
at that time, whofe pretences were 
as much encouraged, and his cures 
as {trongly vouched, as thofe of a 
Rupture-Monger of a later date, 

and 


oe 
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and with the like fuccefs; for after 
having an hofpital formed for him, 
on purtpofe for the reception of rup- 
tured patients, which was done in 
the laft war, in Flanders, at the 
defire of a very principal officer in 
the army; and after a variety of ex- 
periments had been tried, the general 
want of fuccefs, and the dangerous 
{everities which the patient fuffered, 
made it neceflary to difcharge this 
Pretender from his new employment. 
After this was done, the trufs was — 
again recurred to, which is ftill, and - 
ever muft be, the. only remedy that 
can be honeftly and judicioufly ufed. 


for a rupture. 


For N @as. 
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